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Year 4 The Great Outdoors Scavengers and Settlers Making Waves 

 Autumn 1 

 

Autumn 2 

  

Spring 1 

  

Spring 2 

 

Summer 1 

 

Summer 2 

 

English Focus Text:  

 

 

 

 

Amy Wild by Helen Skelton. 

 

The Kapok Tree 
 

 

The Stone Age Boy 

 

Marcy and the Riddle of the 
Sphinx 

 

The Wind in the Willows 
Kenneth Grahame 

 

 

 The Boy at the Back of the Class 

Other possible texts for extra 

class read: 

https://www.booksfortopics.co

m/topics  

Picture books 

1. There’s a Rang-Tan in My Bedroom by James Sellick & Frann 

Preston-Gannon 

2. Where the Forest Meets the Sea by Jeannie Baker 

3. Saving Sorya: Chang and the Sun Bear 

4. Nguyen Thi Thu Trang & Jeet Zdung 

Chapter books 

1. The Explorer by Katherine Rundel 

2. Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson 

3. Running Wild by Michael Morpurgo 

4. The Secret Explorers and the Rainforest Rangers by Sj King 

Non-fiction books 

1. The Rainforest Book by Charlotte Milner 

2. Expedition Diaries: Borneo Rainforest by Simon Chapman 

3. Tree of Wonder by Kate Messner 

4. Let’s Save the Amazon by Catherine Barr & Jean Claude 

Picture book 

1. The First Drawing by 

Mordicai Gerstein 

2. How to Wash a Woolly 

Mammoth 

3. Michelle Robinson and 

Kate Hindley 

Chapter book 

1. The Wild Way Home by 

Sophie Kirtley  

2. Stig of the Dump 

3. The Stolen Spear by 

Saviour Pirotta & Davide 

Ortu 

Non-fiction books 

1. The Stone Age: Hunters, 

Gatherers and Woolly 

Mammoths by Marcia 

Williams 

2. 24 Hours in the Stone 

Age by Lan 

Cook  & Laurent Kling 

3. Live Like a Hunter 

Gatherer by Naomi 

Walmsley 

Picture book 

1. Ancient Egypt: Tales of 

Gods and Pharaohs by 

Marcia Williams 

2. Cinderella of the Nile by 

Beverley 

Naidoo & Marjan 

Vafaeian 

3. The Story of 

Tutankhamun by Patricia 

Cleveland-Peck & Isabel 

Greenberg 

Chapter book 

1. A Mummy Ate My 

Homework by Thiago de 

Moraes 

2. Secrets of a Sun King by 

Emma Carroll 

3. The Egyptian Cinderella 

by Shirley Climo & Ruth 

Heller 

4. The Plot on the Pyramid 

by Terry Deary 

5. Flat Stanley: The Great 

Egyptian Grave Robbery 

Picture book 

1. Song of the River by Joy 

Cowley & Kimberly 

Andrews 
2. A River by Marc Martin 

 

Chapter book 

1. Journey to the River Sea 
by Eva Ibbotson 

2. River Boy by Tim Bowler 

3. The River Singers by Tom 

Moorhouse 

4. The Rhythm of the Rain 

by Grahame Baker-Smith 
 

Non-fiction books 

1. Amazing Rivers by Julie 

Vosburgh Agnone 

& Kerry Hyndman 

2. Once Upon a Raindrop: 

The Story of Water by 

James Carter & Nomoco 

Picture book 

1. Wisp: A Story of Hope by 

Zana Fraillon  & Grahame 

Baker Smith 

2. The Silence Seeker by 

Ben Morley & Carl 

Pearce 

3. King of the Sky by Nicola 

Davies & Laura Carlin 
 

Chapter book 

1. Swallow’s Kiss by Sita 

Brahmachari  & Jane Ray 

2. Home Ground by Alan 

Gibbons & Chris Chalik 

3. Front Desk by Kelly Yang 

& Maike Plenzke 

Non-fiction books 

1. Who are Refugees and 

Migrants? What Makes 

People Leave their 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/topics
https://www.booksfortopics.com/topics
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/theres-a-rang-tan-in-my-bedroom/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/where-the-forest-meets-the-sea/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/saving-sorya-chang-and-the-sun-bear/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-explorer/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/journey-to-the-river-sea/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/running-wild/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-secret-explorers-and-the-rainforest-rangers/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-rainforest-book/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/expedition-diaries-borneo-rainforest/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/tree-of-wonder/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/lets-save-the-amazon/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-first-drawing/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-wild-way-home/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-stolen-spear/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/24-hours-in-the-stone-age/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/24-hours-in-the-stone-age/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/live-like-a-hunter-gatherer/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/live-like-a-hunter-gatherer/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/ancient-egypt-tales-of-gods-and-pharaohs/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/ancient-egypt-tales-of-gods-and-pharaohs/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/cinderella-of-the-nile/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-story-of-tutankhamun/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-story-of-tutankhamun/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/flat-stanley-the-great-egyptian-grave-robbery/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/flat-stanley-the-great-egyptian-grave-robbery/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/song-of-the-river/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/river-boy/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-river-singers/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-rhythm-of-the-rain/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amazing-rivers/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/once-upon-a-raindrop-the-story-of-water/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/once-upon-a-raindrop-the-story-of-water/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/wisp-a-story-of-hope/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-silence-seeker/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/king-of-the-sky/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/swallows-kiss/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/home-ground/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/front-desk/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/who-are-refugees-and-migrants-what-makes-people-leave-their-homes-and-other-big-question/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/who-are-refugees-and-migrants-what-makes-people-leave-their-homes-and-other-big-question/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/who-are-refugees-and-migrants-what-makes-people-leave-their-homes-and-other-big-question/
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4. The Secrets of 

Stonehenge by Mick 

Manning & Brita 

Granström 

 

 

by Sara Pennypacker 

& Jon Mitchell 

6. The Heart Scarab by 

Saviour Pirotta & Jo 

Lindley 

7. The Boy Who Stole the 

Pharaoh’s Lunch by 

Karen McCombie 

& Anneli Bray 

 

Non-fiction books 

1. The Egyptians by Jonny 

Marx & Chaaya Prabhat 

2. Meet the Ancient 

Egyptians by James 

Davies 

3. Egypt Magnified by David 

Long & Harry Bloom 

4. So You Think You’ve Got 

It Bad: A Kid’s Life in 

Ancient Egypt by Chae 

Strathie & Marisa Morea 

5. The Magnificent Book of 

Treasures: Ancient Egypt 

by Philip 

Steele & Eugenia Nobati 

6. The Legend of 

Tutankhamun by Sally 

Jane Morgan & James 

Weston Lewis 

7. Egyptian Myths by Jean 

Menzies & Katie Ponder 

3. Why Water’s Worth It by 

Lori Harrison 

4. Water Cycles by DK 

5. Amazon River by Sangma 

Francis & Romolo 

D'Hipolito 
 

 

 
 

Homes? And Other Big 

Questions 

 

 

Text type being covered: 

(see text type progression) 

 

Fiction 
- Setting description 

Non-Fiction 
Persuasive letter 

Fiction  
- Narrative  
 

Non-Fiction  
 

Non - Fiction 
- Non-Chronological 

report 

Fiction  
- Diary entry  

Poetry: 

(see poetry progression 

document for poems and 

teaching sequence) 

Poetry - Free Verse 
- List poem 

Poetry – Structures 
- Kenning 

Poetry – structured  
- Haiku  

Curriculum link: Geography: 
- Amazon, rainforests 

 
Science 

Geography 
- Amazon, rainforest 

 
Science 

History: 
- Stone Age to Iron Age 

 

History: 
- Ancient Egyptians  

Classic text 
 
Geography 

- Rivers 

PSHE  

https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-heart-scarab/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-boy-who-stole-the-pharaohs-lunch/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-boy-who-stole-the-pharaohs-lunch/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/meet-the-ancient-egyptians/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/meet-the-ancient-egyptians/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/egypt-magnified/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/so-you-think-youve-got-it-bad-a-kids-life-in-ancient-egypt/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/so-you-think-youve-got-it-bad-a-kids-life-in-ancient-egypt/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/so-you-think-youve-got-it-bad-a-kids-life-in-ancient-egypt/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-magnificent-book-of-treasures-ancient-egypt/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-magnificent-book-of-treasures-ancient-egypt/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-legend-of-tutankhamun/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/the-legend-of-tutankhamun/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/egyptian-myths/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/why-waters-worth-it/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/water-cycles/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/amazon-river/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/who-are-refugees-and-migrants-what-makes-people-leave-their-homes-and-other-big-question/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/book/who-are-refugees-and-migrants-what-makes-people-leave-their-homes-and-other-big-question/
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- Living things and their 
habitats 

- States of matter (water 
cycle) 

 

Diverse and Inclusive books for Years 3 and 4 (booksfortopics): 

These books can be used across the curriculum to enhance children’s knowledge and understanding of the world and the people who live within. 
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